
When you hear the word GRACE, what comes to mind?

Titus 2 gives us a much bigger vision of grace. 

Grace is not only the pardon that forgives us; grace is the 
teacher who forms us. 

Grace does not merely rescue us from something. Grace trains 
us for a whole new way of life.

The grace that saved us is the grace that trains us.

What kind of people does the gospel form us to become 
together?

Centered on Jesus. Formed together by grace. Sent for the 
good of the world. This is us.

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all 
people, training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly 
passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in 
the present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of 
the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave 
himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify 
for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for 
good works. Titus 
2:11–14

Paul describes grace in three movements. 

• Grace appeared in the past through Jesus. 

• Grace is training us in the present. 

• And Christ’s glory will appear in the future. 

We live between two appearings: grace already revealed and 
glory still to come.

Jesus is the face of grace!

For the grace of God has appeared…

Then verse 11 tells us why and how this new life is possible: 

Grace is not an idea, a religious mood, or God deciding to 
overlook sin. Grace appeared in history in the person and work 
of Jesus Christ. Grace has a face. Grace stepped into our 
darkness. Grace touched lepers, welcomed outsiders, 
confronted hypocrisy, carried a cross, and walked out of a 
grave. And that is good news of grace!

His grace is good news for all!

… bringing salvation for all people…

He is not teaching that every person is automatically saved. He 
is announcing that grace reaches every kind of person. 

We are united because the same grace appeared for all of 
us.

Before grace trains us, grace saves us. Before God asks 
anything from us, He gives Himself to us. Before there is 
responsibility, there is rescue.

This is why we are Gospel Centered. We do not begin with 
what the church needs from us. We begin with who Jesus is and 
what He has done for us. We do not serve to get grace; we 
serve because grace has come.
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Grace enrolls us in the school of Jesus!

… training us …
Grace does not save us and then leave us where it found us. 
Grace enrolls us in the school of Jesus.

The teacher is patient, but the curriculum is demanding. Grace 
loves us exactly as we are, but grace loves us too much to 
leave us exactly as we are. Grace comforts us, and grace 
confronts us. Grace forgives us when we fall, and grace teaches 
us how to walk differently the next time.

1. Grace is not permission to remain unchanged.

2. Christian formation is not self-salvation. The same 
grace that pardons us patiently schools us. We 
participate, practice, repent, obey, and persevere - but 
beneath all of it, God’s grace is at work.

The grace that saves us is the grace that trains us.

What does grace teach? 

We learn to say NO, and we learn to say YES.

… to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions …

…to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives …

Those three words give us three directions of formation.

SELF-CONTROLLED: Grace reorders life within us - our 
desires, reactions, appetites, words, attention, and choices.

UPRIGHT: Grace reshapes life between us - how we treat 
people, keep promises, handle conflict, use power, tell the truth, 
and respond to need.

GODLY: Grace redirects life above us - toward reverence, 
worship, dependence, and a daily awareness that we belong to 
God.

Inward. Outward. Upward. Grace reaches every direction of 
life.

Ordinary life is the classroom for growing in grace.

… in the present age…

Grace does not train us for an imaginary life where nothing is 
hard. It trains us here - in real kitchens, real workplaces, real 
marriages, real traffic, real disappointments, real temptations, 
and real relationships. Your ordinary life is the classroom of 
grace. 

Graduation day will be glorious! 

… waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory 
of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ …

Christian formation has a future. We are not trapped in an 
endless cycle of trying and failing with no destination. The 
Jesus who appeared in grace will appear again in glory. 

• That gives us patience. We are still in training, so we 
should not be surprised that growth takes time. We do 
not excuse sin, but neither do we despair when 
transformation is slower than we hoped. Grace is a 
patient teacher.

• That gives us urgency. This present age is not 
permanent. Our opportunities to love, reconcile, teach, 
serve, and do good are happening now. We do not wait 
passively for 

• Jesus; we live faithfully in light of His return.



• And that gives us confidence. Our hope does not rest 
in our ability to perfect ourselves. Our hope is a Person. 
Jesus will return, evil will not win, and renewal will be 
complete.

We live between two appearings: grace behind us, glory 
ahead of us, and the Spirit forming us in the present. The church 
does not train toward an uncertain outcome. 

… who gave himself for us …

… to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for 
himself a people for his own possession …

The cross creates a people before it creates a ministry 
assignment.

We are His people. We are not spiritual orphans trying to earn 
a place. We are not religious employees trying to keep our 
position. We are a treasured people purchased by Christ and 
brought near by grace. Look around this room and meet your 
classmates. 

Paul never imagines this training as a private project. In 
Titus 2, grace forms an entire people through truth, 
relationships, example, encouragement, and repeated practice.

A Grace shaped life makes the goodness of the gospel 
visible! 

… who are zealous for good works. 

That means eager, ready, and passionate for actions that are 
morally beautiful and genuinely beneficial to others.

Good works do not purchase salvation; they are one of 
salvation’s intended fruits. 

We are not serving to become God’s people. Because Jesus 
has made us His people, grace is teaching us to become 
eager for good.

That distinction changes everything. 

• If good works are the price of belonging, service 
becomes anxious performance. 

• If good works are proof that we deserve grace, service 
becomes pride. 

• If good works are repayment, service becomes 
obligation. 

• But if good works are the fruit of redemption, service 
becomes freedom - the joyful overflow of people who 
know whose they are.

And good works are larger than volunteer roles. They include 
ordinary integrity, generosity, justice, hospitality, compassion, 
faithfulness, and actions that meet real needs. They happen in 
neighborhoods, schools, workplaces, homes, hospitals, and 
community organizations. 

How can we practice the life that grace is teaching us?

Say NO to what keeps you from God!

Grace does not shame us into hiding. Grace gives us the 
courage to bring these things into the light and say:

“Because I belong to Jesus, this no longer gets to rule me.”

Say YES to the person that grace is forming you to be!

Do not settle for a vague intention to “do better.” Identify one 
specific yes that grace is inviting from you.



Step toward the GOOD that God has placed within your 
reach!

ServeFest on October 4 is one opportunity to practice that life 
together. It is a shared opportunity to step toward our neighbors 
with humility, attention, and love.


