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Matthew 5:13-16

Why has Jesus placed us here?

While Jesus is forming us, he gives us a shared identity
and purpose in the world.

Our witness is more than the projects we complete. It is the
shared life Jesus is forming us to live.

“You” is plural. Jesus speaks to us together, then calls each of
us to take responsibility.

Jesus tells us who we are before he tells us what to do.

We do not serve in order to become God’s people. Because
Jesus has saved us and made us his people, his goodness
becomes visible through us.

Jesus calls us to be distinct enough to be useful.

“You are the salt of the earth but if salt has lost its taste,
how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good
for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under
people’s feet.

Matthew 5:13

Salt must remain distinct, but it must also make contact.

Two pitfalls of Christian witness:

Withdrawal: We remain distinct, but distant.
Assimilation: We remain present, but indistinguishable.

Jesus calls us neither to retreat from people nor disappear into
the culture, but to live faithfully among them.

Jesus calls us to be visible enough to give light.

“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot
be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a
basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the
house.”

Matthew 5:14-15

Jesus intends the shared life of his people to make the
goodness of his kingdom visible in a way an isolated Christian
cannot display alone.

Our faith is personal, but it was never intended to remain
private. Jesus has deliberately placed his people where his
goodness can become visible.

Jesus calls us to be humble enough to redirect praise.

In the same way, let your light shine before others, so
that they may see your good works and give glory to your
Father who is in heaven.

Matthew 5:16

Jesus does not forbid goodness people can see. He warns
against goodness done in order to be seen.

Good works become Christian witness when the attention
moves through us to the Father.

Who are we, and what must be true of me if this is going to
be us?



| cannot outsource our witness.

It is possible to celebrate being an externally focused
church while expecting someone else to move outward.

I must move close enough for my life to benefit someone.
Where has my faith become insulated?

Who beyond my Christian circle is benefiting from my
presence?

| must serve in a way that points beyond me.

We are not serving so people will be impressed with The
Fellowship. We are serving so people might encounter
something of the goodness of our Father.

| will take my place among God’s people and join them in
serving the world.

Where will | serve within the shared life of the church?
How will | take my place at ServeFest?
Who will | continue moving toward after ServeFest?

My next step:

Centered on Jesus.
Formed together by grace.
Sent for the good of the world.

THIS IS US.



