/ \ NEW HEIGHTS
8 THIS IS US = FIRST IN EVERYTHING
Brian Hummel - Lead Pastor
September 13, 2026

Who are we, and what must be true of me if this is going to be
us?

When Jesus is at the center, every part of who we are takes its
direction from Him.

We belong to Jesus because God rescued us into the
kingdom of the Son.

He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and

transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in

whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
Colossians 1:13-14

A gospel-centered church is shaped by the shared awareness
that every one of us is here because God rescued, redeemed,
and forgave us.

That awareness turns entitlement into gratitude and pride into
humility.

Everything belongs to Jesus because he created and
sustains it.

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all
creation. For by him all things were created, in heaven
and on eatrth, visible and invisible, whether thrones

or dominions or rulers or authorities - all things were

created through him and for him. And he is before all
things, and in him all things hold together.
Colossians 1:15-17

The universe does not exist for us; it exists for Jesus.
Everything in our lives and in our life together finds its purpose
in Him.

Jesus is supreme. We do not give Him that place; we recognize
it and order our lives around him.

The church belongs to Jesus because he is its head and
reconciler.

And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything
he might be preeminent. For in him all the fullness of
God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile
to himself all things, whether on earth or in
heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. And
you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing
evil deeds, he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by
his death, in order to present you holy and blameless
and above reproach before him...

Colossians 1:18-22

The One who holds all things together surrendered His body to
death. The One for whom everything exists gave Himself for
people who had rejected Him.

Everything we were is answered by everything Jesus has done:

Captive, but rescued
Guilty, but forgiven



Alienated, but reconciled
Blameworthy, but presented above reproach

A gospel-centered church is rooted in the gospel and active
in Christ’s mission.

If indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast,
not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard,
which has been proclaimed in all creation under
heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a minister.
Colossians 1:23

The gospel that saves us also sends us.

The supremacy of Jesus does not produce passive admiration.
It makes us servants of his gospel.

If Jesus is at the center, what should be true of us?

A rescued church lives with humble gratitude.

A church under Christ’s headship takes its direction from Jesus.
A church rooted in the gospel takes the good news beyond
itself.

What must be true of me if this is going to be us?

Where has entitlement begun to replace gratitude in me?

What gets the final word when Jesus and my preferences pull in
different directions?

Where am | actively taking the good news beyond myself?

Because Jesus is at the center, | will:




